AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

I have attempted to make to omit all reference
to the menace of war, for that shadow is over
the world to-day.   It is a shadow that I hope
may pass, but it cannot be ignored.   To my
mind war is the greatest folly, apart from its
essential wickedness, that can afflict mankind.
Under modern conditions, it can settle nothing
permanently  and if protracted could leave
nothing in Europe at least but anarchy behind
it.   Whoever   starts   it   knows   that  he  is
condemning  to   death  and  mutilation  and
possibly starvation as many civilians, men,
women and children, as may be killed in the
fighting services.   More of the great works of
man, works that distinguish him from the
beasts, may be destroyed in four years of
intensive bombing than the Goths, Huns and
Vandals could accomplish in a century.   It
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